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Summary 
Following a survey on activities related to global health and collaborations within the field of 
global health between Uppsala University (UU) and Karolinska Institutet (KI), GlobeLife, a new 
network in global health has been initiated by the two academic institutions. The aim of 
GlobeLife is to strengthen research and training in the field of global health both within and 
between UU and KI.  
 
The United Nations 2030 Agenda, and its 17 goals, provides targets and goals for sustainable 
development (SDGs). Sweden has committed to the agenda through its action plan for the 
2030 Agenda. The Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs have also adopted a policy focusing 
specifically on global health.  
 
KI and UU are leading national universities within global health, both with extensive 
experience in the field. Global health activities include teaching, research and research 
education, which is often carried out in capacity building collaborations with partner 
universities in low and middle-income countries (LMIC) as well as policy related work. 
 
Various types of collaborations exist between KI and UU, but the extent and magnitude of 
these collaborations within the field of global health was unknown. It was, however, thought 
that joining forces between the two universities could be of mutual benefit to both KI and UU, 
and importantly strengthen the ambitions to improve global health. A discussion was 
therefore initiated in 2017 between KI and UU regarding a possible more formal collaboration 
at the university level. To jointly map the respective global health activities at the two 
universities, a web- questionnaire with 91 questions focusing on research, education and 
other activities within the field of global health was sent out in 2018 by the dean for research 
at KI and the pro-vice chancellor at UU to heads of departments and research group leaders 
at the respective universities. Overall responses were received from almost all departments 
at KI and all scientific areas at UU, with a total of 256 responses. Collaborations were ongoing 
in public health, clinical, laboratory and other fields of research. Researchers and teachers 
both at KI and UU reported collaborations with partners in LMICs, especially in Africa and Asia, 
and a minority, <15% of respondents, reported existing collaboration between KI and UU. 
 
A meeting was held at the end of 2018, where the preliminary report was presented. The 
meeting was attended by the vice-chancellor of UU Eva Åkesson and the president of KI Ole-
Petter Ottersen, and an agreement was reached to initiate a joint global health collaboration 
platform between UU and KI named GlobeLife. Initial funding was received from KI and UU, 
respectively, in 2019. The formal launch of GlobeLife, delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
will take place in Uppsala on October 12th, 2020.  
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Introduction 
The 2030 Agenda with its 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) provides a universal action 
plan which aims to end poverty and hunger, fight inequality, and address the urgency of 
climate change. Sweden, along with the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs has committed 
to the 2030 Agenda through the implementation of strategies and policies that specifically 
focus on areas related to global health. 
 
In order to achieve the SDGs, both Uppsala University (UU) and Karolinska Institutet (KI) have 
adopted various strategies and initiatives within global health research and educational 
activities. Importantly, the 2030 Agenda highlights the need for interdisciplinary research and 
a common language for global health research and education that goes beyond traditional 
academic borders.  
 
KI and UU have long and extensive experiences within the field of global health, a discipline 
that has evolved from the field of international health and tropical medicine. Several of the 
activities within global health include teaching, research and research education. Many of 
these activities are in collaborations with partner universities mainly in low and middle-
income countries (LMIC) especially in Africa and Asia.  
 
Although there are multiple examples of collaborative work within global health between UU 
and KI, an overarching understanding of the content and magnitude of the ongoing activities 
is lacking. Therefore, establishing such an overview was considered to have the potential to 
facilitate further collaboration within global health and assist the universities in their strive to 
contribute to the goals of the SDGs and 2030 Agenda. Furthermore, a collaboration has the 
potential to create new and regional opportunities within Mälardalen, an area that includes 
several learning centres with activities in and interest for global health.  
 
As a result, in 2017, a discussion was initiated between KI (Anders Gustafsson and Cecilia 
Stålsby Lundborg), and UU (Stellan Sandler and Andreas Mårtensson), regarding the 
possibilities for a more formal collaboration between the universities. 
 
To collectively map global health activities at KI and UU a survey was sent out at the beginning 
of 2018 by the dean of research at KI and pro-vice chancellor at UU to heads of departments 
and research leaders at the respective universities with a focus on research, education and 
other activities within the field of global health.  
 
The preliminary findings of the survey were presented at a meeting in the end of 2018, where 
the vice-chancellor of UU Eva Åkesson and the president of KI Ole-Petter Ottersen 
participated. Subsequently, an agreement was reached, and initial funding was received from 
KI and UU, respectively, in 2019. The formal launch of GlobeLife, delayed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, will take place in Uppsala on October 12th, 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

Survey  
Questionnaire and data collection 
The questionnaire was developed jointly between the GlobeLife working group at KI and UU. 
It was sent out as a web-questionnaire via e-mail by the respective universities through the 
dean for research at KI and the pro-vice chancellor at UU to heads of departments and 
research group leaders at the respective universities. The recipients were also asked to 
forward the questionnaire to other researchers and teachers whom they knew or thought had 
projects or collaborations of interest to global health. The questionnaire was pre-tested at 
both universities before it was finalized. The final questionnaire included 91 questions within 
three domains: (i) research, (ii) education, and (iii) other activities (Appendix 1). Each domain 
included several questions on ongoing global health activities. If the respondents did not 
report global health activities in a certain area they were directed to the next area. E-mail 
reminders were sent out through the same channel as the original questionnaire.  

Results 
Respondents and basic information 
In total, 256 researchers responded to the questionnaire, 161 were employed at KI and 60 at 
UU. The remaining respondents were affiliated with or had other employments at UU and/or 
KI. Throughout the analyses, a respondent was perceived as an employee at the respective 
universities if the person had either a fulltime or a temporary position at the time of the 
survey.   
 
Almost all KI departments and all UU faculties had respondents that stated that they were 
involved in research relevant to global health. The majority of responders were in senior 
positions (research group leaders or principal investigators). Among the 251 respondents, 47% 
were female.  
 
The responses show that there were already many collaborations of relevance to global health 
between the two universities and thereby a good platform for increased and enhanced 
collaboration between KI and UU.  
 
Research activities 
Global health research activities covered by the survey included research projects and 
research capacity building. 
 
Fifty-five percent of the respondents from KI and 71% of UU stated that they were involved in 
global health research activities. Both universities had similar distribution between different 
research types, with public health research (58% at KI, 51% at UU) being the most common, 
followed by clinical research (54% at KI, 46% at UU), laboratory research (38% at KI, 44% at 
UU), and other types of research (12% at KI, and 20% at UU). In total 71 capacity building 
projects were reported by a total of 45 persons at KI and 20 at UU (Table 1). 
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Collaborations 
Responses from both universities show that global health collaborations exist both within and 
between UU and KI, as well as with other partners. At KI 89 respondents reported 
collaboration and 41 at UU. 
 
A total of 56 (63%) of KI respondents reported global health research collaboration within KI, 
compared to 27 (66%) within UU at UU. Out of the 89 KI respondents, 20 (22%) reported an 
existing collaboration with UU, while 17 out of 41 (41%) at UU reported collaboration with KI. 
 
Most collaborations with Swedish universities apart from KI and UU were with universities 
with strong health-related research, although several examples of other research existed as 
well. Collaborations were also reported e.g. with public agencies and the health care sector. 
There was an almost equal distribution between domestic (Swedish) and international (other) 
funding (Table 1 and 2). 
 
Table 1. Research collaborations 

RESEARCH 
KI 
n 

UU 
n 

  89  41  
AREA OF RESEARCH    
Clinical  49  19  
Laboratory  36  18  
Public health  51  21  
Other  10  8  
KIND OF RESEARCH   
Research project  87  40  
Capacity building  45  20  
RESEARCH COLLABORATION    
Sweden      
Within KI  56  17  
Within UU  20  27  
Other universities  29  19  
Public agencies  37  10  
NGOs  21  10  
Private companies  12  8  
Healthcare sector  41  13  
Other partners  11  3  
Foreign      
Universities  79  36  
Governmental organisations  28  13  
NGOs  23  13  
Private companies  13  6  
Healthcare sector  29  13  
Other partners  7  2  
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Table 2. Research funding  

 RESEARCH FUNDING  KI 
n 

UU 
n 

Sweden    
VR  20 48 
Forte  3 11 
Formas  4 3 
SIDA 7 17 
ALF-funding  11 18 
Riksbankens Jubileumsfond  0 0 
Other  20 40 

Foreign    

EU-Grant  9 25 
Gates foundation  2 5 
Welcome Trust  1 1 
WHO  0 2 
UNICEF  3 2 
Other  6 26 
Plans for application for funding  30 70 

 

Educational activities 
A total of 51 respondents at KI and 25 at UU reported educational global health activities, with 
a wide range of collaborators, predominantly of doctoral and master level education (Table 3 
and Table 4). 
 
Table 3. Type of educational global health activities 

GLOBAL HEALTH ACTIVITIES  KI 
n 

UU 
n 

 Education  51 25 

What level   

Undergraduate 20 11 

Master level 34 21 

Doctoral education 33 19 

Professional development 17 10 

Contract education 1 2 

(Other) 3 1 

Kind of education   

General global health 15 11 

Specific areas 43 18 
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Table 4. Collaborators in educational activities 

COLLABORATION KI 
n 

UU 
n 

Sweden   
Within KI 22 9 

Within UU 7 17 

Other universities 9 5 

Public agencies 7 3 

NGOs 6 5 

Private companies 4 1 

Health care sector 10 6 

Other 2 - 
Foreign   
Universities 29 18 

Governmental organisations 6 6 

NGOs 5 5 

Private companies 1 4 

Health care sector 10 6 

Other 2 1 
 

 

  
  

Other activities within global health 
A total of 43 other activities within the area of global health were reported by 23 respondents 
at KI and 11 at UU. 
 
Geographical distribution of research, education and other activities 
The geographical distribution of global health activities was predominately located in Africa 
and Asia, but several European institutions were also involved (Table 5).  
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Table 5.  Geographical spread of research, education and other activities within global 
health at KI and UU  

 RESEARCH EDUCATION OTHER 
ACTIVITIES 

Geographical region   
KI 
n 

UU 
n 

KI 
n 

UU 
n 

KI 
n 

UU 
n 

Africa  43 20 29 15 13 7 

Asia  46 18 22 12 12 8 

Europe  62 26 26 15 13 8 

Latin America and the 
Caribbean  23 6 12 8 9 4 

North America  27 9 10 3 7 3 

Other  5 6 1 1 0 1 

Total  89 41 51 25 23 11 

 

Concluding remarks 
The results from the survey provide an understanding of the extent of research, education 
and other activities within and between UU and KI at the time of the conduct of the survey. 
 
Respondents at both universities reported global health research collaborations with other 
countries. Interestingly, KI and UU had similar patterns, with most activities located outside 
of Europe with partners in Africa and Asia, which may reflect ongoing research priorities. At 
UU 12 of 19 faculties had ongoing research with partners in other countries. The 
corresponding number at KI was 19 of 22 departments. 
 
The survey was primarily sent out to senior teachers and researchers at UU and KI. Some 
recipients did not participate, stating reasons such as time constraints. Moreover, multiple 
definitions of global health as an academic field exists, which reflects the dynamic nature of 
this relatively new field. This phenomenon may have resulted in that some researchers, who 
do not define themselves as ‘global health’ researchers did not reply. Therefore, the retrieved 
results might represent an underestimation of global health related activities at UU and KI at 
the time the survey was conducted. However, taking into account that the survey received 
responders from all faculties at UU and all departments at KI, there are reasons to believe that 
the results provide an informative picture of global health activities at the universities. 
 
Based on the survey results, there are reasons to further develop and strengthen the 
possibilities for global health collaborations between UU and KI. GlobeLife could represent 
such an opportunity. 
 
GlobeLife aims to be a catalyst for interdisciplinary collaborations within and between UU and 
KI, to facilitate the development of new and stronger networks within the field of global 
health. These networks will enable the creation of more competitive joint research 
applications and develop relevant high-quality education. 
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GlobeLife seeks to administer joint education, e.g. distance education or professional 
development, and courses for doctoral students within global health or adjacent areas. A 
working partnership between KI and UU can lead to new and broader supervisory 
constellations by taking advantage of the complementary expertise in global health available 
at both academic institutions.  
 
The long-term goal of GlobeLife is: ‘To strengthen the profile of education, research and other 
activities within global health at KI and UU, by creating a network/virtual centre for greater 
collaboration between educational centres in the area of Stockholm and Uppsala, thus 
enhancing Sweden’s future competitiveness within global health.’ Subsequently, this will 
contribute towards reaching the SDGs of the 2030 Agenda.   

Web 
GlobeLife will primarily be a virtual network/collaboration platform, with rotating seminars 
and various courses arranged as part of GlobeLife’s activities. A key task within the 
establishment of GlobeLife is to create a web portal. The website, GlobeLife.se, is now up and 
running and will continue to evolve. The expansion is greatly dependent on the participation 
of individual researchers, teachers and students at both universities. GlobeLife aims to 
facilitate contact for those interested to find collaborators within teaching and research within 
the field of global health. 
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Appendix 
Original survey 
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